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. collateral damage
". Source: ‘Scholars condemn damage to Iran’s cultural heritage’, Tehran Times newspaper 21 April
2026
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¢ World Heritage properties
. The Rafi-Nia Synagogue

*. The Jewish holiday of Passover

Hague’ Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954)
*  Customary international humanitarian law

' See: <https://warwatch.ch/>

. Forced displacement
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' See: <https://www.unhcr.org/uk/about-unhcr/who-we-protect/internally-displaced-people>

'Y The 1907 Hague Convention IV on the Laws and Customs of War on Land

' The looting of cultural property

' The Treaty on the Protection of Artistic and Scientific Institutions and Historic Monuments (the
‘Roerich Pact’)

"> Military necessity
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'Y Collective support
" The First Protocol on the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, to which Iran
and Israel are both Parties but the United States is not, was also adopted in 1954 which primarily
addresses the illicit movement of cultural objects. A Second Protocol was adopted in 1999, to which none

of the three parties to this conflict are States Parties.
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'} Culpability

', The intentional and serious destruction of cultural heritage

" International responsibility

" Francesco Francioni and Federico Lenzerini, ‘The Destruction of the Buddhas of Bamiyan and
International

Law,’ (2003) European Journal of International Law, 14(4): 619-651,
https://doi.org/10.1093/ejil/14.4.619.

" The obligations erga omnes partes
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'f Karolina Wierczyfska and Andrzej Jakubowski, Individual Responsibility for Deliberate Destruction

of Cultural Heritage: Contextualizing the ICC Judgment in the Al-Mahdi Case,” (2017) Chinese Journal

of International Law,16 (4): 695-721, https://doi.org/10.1093/chinesejil/jmx029.

* Intangible cultural heritage (ICH)

Practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills

Bearer communities

" Intangible cultural heritage is defined in Art.2(1) of the 2003 UNESCO Convention

Sense of identity and continuity

The instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated

. Roger O’Keefe, Study on the legal consequences for violation of the immunity of cultural property

under

enhanced protection, UNESCO, 2025, at https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000396396.
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"' Sacred or ritual items

Oral traditions

Performing arts

Knowledge about nature and the universe

"* According to Art.2(1) of the 2003 UNESCO Convention.

™ List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (USL); Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity (RL); and the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices (RGSP).
These are provided for in Articles 16, 17 & 18, respectively.

™ These 27 elements are: Ayeneh-Kari, the art of mirror-work in Persian architecture (RL, 2025);
Ceremony of Mehregan (RL, 2024); Art of crafting and playing rubab/rabab (RL, 2024); Nawrouz,
Novruz, Nowrouz, Nowrouz,Nawrouz, Nauryz, Nooruz, Nowruz, Navruz, Nevruz, Nowruz, Navruz (RL,
2024 — a multinational element initially inscribed in 2012); Iftar/Eftari/Iftar/Iftor and its socio-cultural
traditions (RL, 2023); Art of illumination:Tozhib/Tazhib/Zarhalkori/Tezhip/Nagqoshlik (RL, 2023);
Sadeh/Sada celebration (RL, 2023); Sericulture and traditional production of silk for weaving (RL, 2022);
Yalda/Chella (RL, 2022); Turkmen-style needlework art (RL,2022); Crafting and playing the Oud (RL,
2022); National programme to safeguard the traditional art of calligraphy in Iran (RGSP, 2021);
Pilgrimage to the St. Thaddeus Apostle Monastery (RL, 2020); Art of miniature (RL, 2020);

Traditional skills of crafting and playing Dotar (RL, 2019); Art of crafting and playing with
Kamantcheh/Kamancha,a bowed string musical instrument (RL, 2017); Chogan, a horse-riding game
accompanied by music and storytelling (RL, 2017); Flatbread making and sharing culture: Lavash,
Katyrma, Jupka, Yufka (RL, 2016); Qalisuyan rituals of Mashad-e Ardehal in Kasan (RL, 2012); Naqqali,
Iranian dramatic story-telling (USL, 2011); Traditional skills of building and sailing Iranian Lenj boats in
the Persian Gulf (USL, 2011); Traditional skills of carpet weaving in Kashan (RL, 2010); Traditional
skills of carpet weaving in Fars (RL, 2010); Music of the Bakhshis of Khorasan (RL, 2010); Pahlevani
and Zoorkhanei rituals (RL, 2010); Ritual dramatic art of Ta‘ziye (RL, 2010); and the Radif of Iranian
music (RL, 2010).
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™ High art
2 At Art.2. These are: (a) oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the
intangible
cultural heritage; (b) performing arts; (c) social practices, rituals and festive events; (d) knowledge and
practices concerning nature and the universe; and (e) traditional craftsmanship.
¢ Deep and extensive traditional medicinal knowledge
¢¥ Living heritage
¢ Official statistics provided by the Iranian Ministry of Health and the UNHCR.
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¥ Remedy
¢ Ex post facto
¢' Acting under Chapter VII of the UN Charter.
*Y Erga omnes obligation
¢* Erga omnes partes obligation
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°: Here, it is noteworthy that some of the damage caused to historical buildings included to the mirror-

work which was inscribed by Iran on the RL in 2025 as the Ayeneh-Kari element.
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